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Resolution S2025.09	
Unified Support for Upholding Academic Freedom 

Moved:
Seconded: 

Whereas, Academic Freedom is fundamental to the mission of higher education, enabling faculty to develop curriculum, engage in scholarly inquiry, and teach in accordance with disciplinary standards and evolving knowledge, thereby supporting student learning and critical thinking;

Whereas, The Academic Senate of Santa College has a responsibility to protect academic and professional matters, including the conditions that support curriculum development, pedagogical innovation, and inclusive instruction—each of which depends on the clear and visible protection of Academic Freedom;

Whereas, Although Board Policy (BP 3040) and Administrative Regulation (AR 3040) articulate the District’s position on Academic Freedom, their existence alone does not provide the same level of visibility, symbolic importance, or enforceable protection as inclusion in other institutional documents that define faculty rights;

Resolved, That the Academic Senate of Santa Ana College affirms that a strong and explicit statement on Academic Freedom is essential to the faculty’s ability to fulfill their academic responsibilities and recommends that Academic Freedom be clearly and consistently protected in all appropriate institutional documents that define faculty rights and responsibilities;

Resolved, That the Academic Senate of Santa Ana College supports the efforts of Faculty Association of Rancho Santiago Community College District (FARSCCD) to ensure the inclusion of an Academic Freedom statement in the faculty contract and commends their continued advocacy on behalf of faculty rights and academic integrity.

Presented: 
Approved: 


President, Claire M. Coyne  •  Vice President, Culture & Engagement, Amberly Chamberlain
Vice President, Community Operations, Merari Weber • Historian, Andrew Barrios  
 Curriculum & Instruction Chair, Kristen Robinson  • ​Parliamentarian, ​Alejandro Moreno   
 Full-time Members At-large, Ann Cass • Donna Khalid
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