English 270

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

Communication Skills

A. Reading and Writing

1. Read critically and write journals, exams, and paper(s) in order to understand literary works on both a literal and symbolic level; to identify dramatic devices and literary elements to analyze how they function to reveal theme and to create meaning.

2. Write journals that anticipate character development and plot conflict resolutions, identify generic conventions and/or departures from them, identify the use of literary elements within the plays and/or generate creative visual responses or casting of characters as if the director of a play.

B. Listening and Speaking

1. Participate actively in class discussions and reader's theater, using speaking as a tool for idea generation and utilizing prior knowledge through small and large group discussion.

2. Learn to listen to, respect, and understand viewpoints of others that may be different.

3. Modulate voice effectively in reader's theater to distinguish differences in character, tone, versification, and punctuation/type of sentences.

4. Utilize effective oral presentation skills.

5. Verbally summarize and paraphrase effectively.

Thinking and Reasoning

A. Connect personal life experience to the characters' lives; discover the importance and utility of one's life experience as a tool for interpreting children's literature.

B. Identify levels and shades of meaning figurative language, symbols, and literary elements.

C. Predict probable consequences within plots by recognizing foreshadowing and justify those assumptions. 

D. Recognize the relationship between form and content.

E. Generate in written and oral form analyses, explications, and evaluations of children's literature.

F. Synthesize information to generate a documented paper using the MLA format.

G. Distinguish between appeals to works from a child's perspective as well as how children will benefit from specific genres or works and appeals as literary works.

Information Management

A. Evaluate primary and secondary sources including Internet sources. 

B. Use library's on-line catalogue and resources.

C. Demonstrate awareness of breadth of sources.

D. Use sources ethically.

Diversity

A. Read, understand, and demonstrate an appreciation of children's literature and the history of children's literature from different countries and micro-cultures as well as the Euro-American macro-culture of the United States.

B. Understand the benefits as have been historically thought of introducing children to multicultural and international literature, especially as a means to understanding heritage, promoting tolerance and understanding of others, and promoting self-esteem in children of diverse backgrounds.

Civic Responsibility

A. Ethical

1. Identify and discuss thematic moral dilemmas that are present in the readings.

Life Skills

A. Develop knowledge and skills in areas such as creative expression, aesthetic appreciation, personal growth, and interpersonal communication skills.

B. Learn how to choose appropriate reading material for children to promote reading and all of the many lifelong skills and benefits that accrue from early childhood reading.

Careers

A. Explore careers as a teacher or librarian.

