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Nature of Work, Earnings and Occupational Outlook 

Dentistry is a branch of the healing arts and sciences devoted to maintaining the health of the teeth, gum, and other hard 

and soft tissues of the oral cavity and adjacent structures. As of 2005, 176,634 dentists were professionally active in the 

United States. Dentistry requires diagnostic ability and manual skills. Dentists should have good visual memory, 

excellent judgment of space and shape, a high degree of manual dexterity, and scientific ability. Good business sense, 
self-discipline, and communication skills are helpful for success in private practice. 

 

Though earnings vary according to number of years in practice, location, hours worked, and specialty, dentists in 

general practice who owned their practice earned an average net income of $185,940 in 2004 according to the American 

Dental Association’s 2005 Survey of Dental Practice publication. The report also shows that specialists’ average net 

income was $315,160 in that year. Employment of dentists is expected to grow about as fast as average for all 

occupations through 2016.  Although employment growth will provide some job opportunities, most jobs will result 

from the need to replace the large number of dentists expected to retire. Job prospects should be good as new dentists 

take over established practices or start their own. (Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2008-2009.) 

 

Dental Education 

Currently there are 58 dental schools in the United States (6 in California) and 10 Canadian dental schools. Most dental 
schools award the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery (D.D.S.). The rest award an equivalent degree, Doctor of Dental 

Medicine (D.M.D.). Dental school usually lasts 4 academic years. Studies begin with classroom instruction and 

laboratory work in basic sciences including anatomy, microbiology, biochemistry, and physiology. Beginning courses 

in clinical sciences, including laboratory techniques, are also provided at this time. During the last 2 years, students treat 

patients, usually in dental clinics, under the supervision of licensed dentists. All 50 States and the District of Columbia 

require dentists to be licensed. In most States, a candidate must graduate from a dental school accredited by the 

American Dental Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation, and pass written and practical examinations to 

qualify for a license. A degree in dentistry can lead to dental careers in a variety of settings including, academic 

dentistry, general dentistry (private or group practice), dental specialties, dental research, public policy, international 

health, and government/military. 

 
There are 10 clinical fields in dentistry: 

General Dentistry: use their oral diagnostic, preventive, surgical, and rehabilitative skills to restore damaged or                                        

missing tooth structure and treat diseases of the bone and soft tissue in the mouth and adjacent structure 

Dental Public Health: treats the community rather than the individual patient 

Endodontics: deals with diseases of the pulp and other dental tissues 

Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology: study and research of the causes, processes, and effects of diseases with oral 

manifestations 

Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology: taking and interpretation of conventional, digital, CT, MRI, and allied imaging 

modalities of Oralfacial structures and disease. 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery: concerned with diseases, injuries, and defects of the neck, head, jaw, and associated 

structures 

Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics: concerned with treating problems related to irregular dental development, 
missing teeth, and other abnormalities 

Pediatric Dentistry: concerned with the treatment of children, adolescents and young adults whose dental development 

is not complete 

Periodontics: concerned with diseases that affect the oral mucous membranes that surround and support the teeth· 

Prosthodontics: science and art of replacing missing natural teeth with fixed or removable substitutes 

 

Pre-Dental Preparation 

Most schools require a minimum of 2 years of undergraduate education (also called “predental education”). However, 

most dental students have at least a bachelor’s degree. According to ADEA: Official Guide to Dental Schools, of all the 

United States students entering dental schools, more than 90% had completed 4 or more years of college. When 

selecting students, schools consider scores earned on the Dental Admission Test (DAT), the applicants’ grade point 
average, and information gathered through recommendations and interviews.  Aside from prerequisite courses, it is 

recommended that students engage in extracurricular activities such as volunteering in a dental setting and community 

service. Pre-dental students should be able to demonstrate their potential for independent critical thought, leadership, 

concern for others, and an understanding of the dental profession. Additionally, pre-dental students should work at 

developing and/or improving manual dexterity and eye-hand-coordination. 

 

 



For the year 2007, about 34% of applicants were accepted to dental school (13,742 applicants and 4,733 enrollees). The 

average Science GPA for accepted students to US dental schools is a 3.46, with ranges of 3.1 to 3.7, depending on 

the program. 

 

Major: 

Any major is appropriate for dental school preparation. While a science major requires many of the same basic 
prerequisites, selecting a science major is not required for admission to any dental school. Students are advised to select 

a major they find interesting and to work at developing a broad-based, interdisciplinary foundation of knowledge and 

skills from which they can build upon. 

 

Course requirements for dental school: 

Prerequisite admission requirements vary from school to school. For the specific requirements at individual dental 

schools, refer to ADEA: Official Guide to Dental Schools available on the American Dental Education Association 

(ADEA) website: http://www.adea.org. Listed below are the prerequisite admission requirements for most U. S. 

Dental schools. 

 

This is NOT a comprehensive list of prerequisites for all dentistry programs. Students maintain responsibility for 

verifying course selection with individual dental programs. 

 

Courses that fulfill admission requirements for dental schools: 

One Year of General Chemistry with Lab  

One Year of Organic Chemistry with Lab  

One Year of General Biology with Lab  

One Year of General Physics with Lab   

One Year of English (Comp. and Lit.)  

 

Recommended (required at some schools): 

One semester to one year of Math (Calculus)  

One or more courses in Psychology (required at UCLA, UCSF) 
One course in Statistics  

One or more courses in Biochemistry (required at UCLA, UCSF, Loma Linda) 

Other courses for consideration include: anatomy, histology, physiology, microbiology, social sciences, communication, 

business, technical writing, fine arts, drafting, sculpting, engineering, speech, and foreign language. 

 

DAT: 

All United States dental schools require applicants to take the Dental Admissions Test (DAT). All Canadian schools 

require the Canadian Aptitude Test. The American Dental Association states that successful participation in the Dental 

Admission Test Program requires completion of at least one year of collegiate education (courses in Biology, General 

Chemistry, and Organic Chemistry). The DAT is entirely multiple choice and consists of 4 separate sections: 

· Survey of Natural Sciences (Biology, General Chemistry, and Organic Chemistry) 

· Perceptual Ability (Two-and three-dimensional problem solving) 
· Reading Comprehension (Dental and Basic Science) 

· Quantitative Reasoning 

Schools vary in their emphasis on the different parts of the test. The DAT is administered on computer almost any day 

of the year. Applicants should register to take the DAT at least one month before the intended test date. 

 

The UCLA School of Dentistry offers pre-dental laboratory courses to strengthen perceptual skills. These courses are 

offered over weekend days a few times a year. Visit the following website for additional information: 

http://uclasod.dent.ucla.edu/continuingeducation/ and click “Pre-Dental Courses.” 

 

Application: 

The Associated American Dental Schools Application Service (AADSAS) is a centralized application service sponsored 
by American Dental Education Association (ADEA). This web-based service is required of all students applying to the 

54 dental schools and one Canadian dental school that participate in the application service. AADSAS simplifies the 

application process by allowing applicants to complete only one application form. AADSAS then sends the applicant’s 

information in a standardized format to the dental schools that the applicant listed on the AADSAS application. 

Applications for dental schools that do not participate in AADSAS can be obtained directly from the individual schools. 

 

3/09 Information courtesy of the CSU, Long Beach Health Professions Advising Office, www.sascenter.org 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Offset SWOP neg U280 ShortK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 35
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 100
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 500
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Offset SWOP neg U280 ShortK)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing.  Color management is disabled; images should already be color managed in Photoshop before placing in InDesign.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        18
        18
        18
        18
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (Offset SWOP neg U280 ShortK)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 24
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 828.000]
>> setpagedevice


