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SAC’s
GRAND SLAM  G r a d u a t e 



As one of eight kids, family was always important to 

Francisco Olivas, and being a part of such a large family was 

often like being on a baseball team. Everyone had a role to play 

and a unique skill to contribute. When Francisco became a 

father, he carried that team spirit forward. As the head coach 

of his family, Francisco decided to call a new play, and in 2013 

became a freshman at Santa Ana College. 

The idea of returning to school after nearly 10 years while 

also raising four children with his wife seemed daunting, but 

Francisco knew the first step to changing the trajectory of his 

life was enrolling at SAC. At the time, he was living paycheck to 

paycheck, but now was the time to shift gears. “I decided I had 

to make some sacrifices,” said Francisco. 

Francisco’s children Jacob, Ezekiel, Natalie, and Emma had the 

bases loaded and were cheering for their dad to hit a grand 

slam on his swing at academic success. 

After many years of working a variety of jobs, Francisco had 

followed his father’s path as a machinist and that would be 

the catalyst he needed to ignite his curiosity and establish 

the foundation for his future success. He knew that working 

with his hands was always gratifying, but in college he would 

learn about the complexities of machinery and interaction 

of materials. The professors, counselors, and mentors at 

SAC proved to be invaluable and provided the support and 

guidance that Francisco needed to take his placement exams, 

register for classes, and apply for financial aid. With guidance 

from SAC’s Bridge 2 Engineering Program advisors, Francisco 

decided to pursue a degree in Electromechanical Engineering 

Systems. The Bridge 2 Engineering Program focuses on 

increasing the participation of underrepresented minorities, 

women, and veterans in the field of engineering. Francisco was 

up to the challenge, but had to balance a rigorous course load 

while working 30-40 hours a week and finding time to spend 

with his family. 

There were challenging times through his coursework, however 

inspiring SAC faculty created an environment where classes 

were engaging and accessible. Professors like Ben Hager made 

learning easy, according to Francisco. “He connected with 

his students on a personal level and took the time to explain 

problems more thoroughly. I felt like he understood where 

I was coming from,” he said. As a non-traditional student, 

Francisco often found that he was older than his classmates, 

but he saw this as an opportunity to mentor younger students 

who were struggling in certain areas. “It made me a stronger 

student and helped me grow as a person,” he said.

Francisco also took advantage of the MESA (Math, 

Engineering, and Science Achievement) Program which 

supports educationally disadvantaged community college 

students pursuing STEM related fields so they can transfer 

to four-year institutions. Through the MESA Program and 

GRAND SLAM  G r a d u a t e 
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counselor Cathie Shaffer, Francisco visited Cal Poly Pomona 

for the first time and that visit, was the confirmation he 

needed that his dream would become a reality. Engineered for 

success at SAC, Francisco graduated in 2016 and transferred 

to Cal Poly Pomona the following fall. He is on track to 

graduate with a bachelor of science degree in 2019. 

Francisco believes that his time at SAC set him and his 

family on a new path to the major leagues of life. From the 

scholarship he received from the Kiwanis Club of Santa Ana 

to internship offers, new opportunities emerged as a result of 

his commitment to his education. “I wanted more for myself, 

my kids and our family and I’m proud that we’ve made it this 

far,” he said. “I am going to start preparing my kids early for 

college. We’re not going to have a conversation about if they 

are going to college but what college they are going to.”

Francisco plans to give back to the SAC community and help 

other students with similar life experiences. “I was definitely 

blessed that I was able to attend Santa Ana College and 

I know I would not be this far if I had gone to any other 

college,” he says with gratitude. 



Michael Taylor’s professional career spans 

more than 20 years in news and communications, however 

his role as chair of Santa Ana College’s Television and Video 

Communications Department is the one closest to his heart. “I 

know where these students are because I was there too. They 

are driven and determined, and I want to help them achieve 

their goals.”

When Michael became chair in 2015, he had one mission in 

mind: to transform the school’s outdated facility into a state-

of-the-art news and production powerhouse equipped to 

prepare students for a real-world career. With grants and the 

support of the SAC Foundation, he reinvented the studio into 

a full HD facility with four cameras, new monitors, and lighting 

that would rival any professional news organization. 

Next, Michael rebranded the program as “SAC News,” with 

a focus on hyperlocal stories that mattered to students, 

faculty, and the Orange County community at large. Polished 

with a new name, niche, amazing faculty, and the right tools, 

Michael reintroduced the students to the new and improved 

news program and an entirely new production process. 

Just like reporters at top-tier organizations, students are 

required to cultivate sources, uncover unique story angles, 

and communicate them in a creatively compelling way. Most 

importantly, Michael gives students the freedom to fail on 

their road to becoming reporters and content producers.

Michael grew up in south Orange County, is a proud product 

of the community college system, and received his bachelor’s 

degree from California State University, Fullerton. Many of his 

A C T I O N

LIGHTS CAMERA

SAC IN
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students are first-generation college students, and Michael 

believes he is a conduit to help them realize their dreams. 

“When you’re a reporter, it’s an inward perspective because 

it’s about you and your career, but now it’s an outward 

approach because I look at how can I make the students 

better and help them grow,” said Michael.

Alumna Vera Jimenez

Thousands of students have 

graduated since the inception of the 

program and have gone on to 

dynamic careers in the industry. 

Alumna such as Vera Jimenez, our 

local KTLA Channel 5 news reporter 

reminds us that success is possible. 

Since Michael took the helm of the 

news program, an additional 300 

students have gone through the SAC 

Television and Video Communications program, with many 

reaching the ranks of successful news reporters and 

producers.

One of his most memorable students was Rudy Garcia, 

who doubted he could make a career reporting. Over four 

semesters, Michael mentored Rudy, watching him gain 

confidence and skills. Just before commencement, Rudy 

produced a heartfelt and thought-provoking segment. “It was 

a culmination of all of his hard work,” said Michael. “It had 

the components of a winning story package: composition, 

storytelling, audio, and lighting.” Today, Rudy is a full-time 

video journalist at KGET 17, an NBC affiliate station in 

Bakersfield, CA. It’s stories like Rudy’s that give Michael a 

beaming sense of pride and the perseverance to keep pushing 

the program forward.

This year, he’s developing a new certificate program to teach 

the art of agency production, including client relations, 

budgeting and time management, in addition to video 

production, cinematography, editing, and more. “I know our 

students will continue to transcend into dynamic professionals 

and contribute to society. This is what makes SAC a college of 

choice,” says Michael.
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of direct support to students, programs & the college  
were provided by the Foundation

$1.3 Million
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The Santa Ana College Promise Program goes beyond just providing financial 
resources for its students, it ignites the power of giving back.

MORE  Than a Promise



Research shows that college achievement rates improve 

when students have access to financial support, early 

enrollment, full-time student status, and counseling as well as 

a pipeline to transfer to a four-year university. The Santa Ana 

College Promise Program, launched in 2016 as an extension 

of the Santa Ana Partnership, is an even broader and more 

ambitious commitment to continue to remove barriers 

that hinder Santa Ana Unified School District high school 

graduates from college completion. With the commitment to 

cover their first year of tuition at SAC, the Promise Program 

makes college more viable and more affordable. In addition 

to critical financial support, students in the program receive 

access to a special college enrollment process, mentorship, as 

well as guaranteed admission to California State University, 

Fullerton or University of California, Irvine after completing all 

SAC academic requirements. 

Grounded by their deep Santa Ana roots, three Promise 
Program students on the road to success share their promise 

to SAC and their community.

Victoria Diaz • Future Non-Profit CEO

Victoria Diaz graduated from Middle College High School in 
2017 and enrolled at SAC as a sociology major. She entered 
SAC as a sophomore because Middle College High School’s 
unique program allowed her access to college courses while 
in high school. She previously participated in a peer education 
program led by Planned Parenthood that teaches students 
about sexual and reproductive health, and it made a huge 
impact on her life. As Victoria begins to prepare for her first 
semester at the University of California, Irvine, she continues 
to think about how to support young women. “I feel strongly 
about being a resource for girls and women who are victims 
of physical or sexual abuse; promising to be there for that 
community means a lot to me,” Victoria said. “As a sociology 
major, I’m fascinated by how societal factors affect people’s 
behaviors and lives, and I pledge to support inner city 
youth by creating a non-profit organization to help the most 
vulnerable.” 
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Marco Miranda • Future Engineer/Innovator

Marco Miranda graduated from Segerstrom High School 
in 2016 and was accepted to the University of California, 
Santa Barbara but he could not transfer for financial reasons. 
Luckily, he heard about the Promise Program and enrolled 
at SAC as a chemistry major. Promise Program advisors 
helped Marco plan his course schedule each semester, and 
as graduation approached he attended Promise-sponsored 
workshops to gather information on applying to a four-
year university. Marco is now enrolled at the University of 
California, Irvine for fall 2018 and will pursue a master’s 
degree in chemical engineering. Ultimately he wants to 
become an inventor. Marco believes, “You can do anything 
you want if you apply yourself. You may not always want to 
study or do homework, but if you’re disciplined then you 
know do the work because it’s beneficial to your future.” 
Because of the commitment SAC made to him, Marco is 
inspired to return to SAC to mentor other students and 
provide scholarships. 

Irene Corona • Future Clinical Psychologist

Irene Corona graduated from Segerstrom High School in 
2016 and enrolled at SAC as a psychology major. “I wasn’t 
considering going to college after high school because I didn’t 
believe my grades were up to par, but my parents encouraged 
me to enroll,” said Irene. She visited SAC’s campus and 
“fell in love with it.” She received information about the 
Promise Program during orientation and learned that she 
was eligible to receive her first year’s tuition for free. “I was 
already nervous about going to college, and just knowing 
that my tuition was paid took a weight off my shoulders,” 
she said. Irene plans to transfer to a four-year university and 
get a bachelor’s degree in psychology. “My promise to my 
community is that once I have my degree, I will return to SAC 
to share my story and help other students succeed.”

“The SAC Promise and the Santa Ana Partnership 
is about our students and the investment we are making 
in them. It sends a clear and direct message that we care 
about making college a reality for our community,” says 
Christina Romero, Executive Director of Santa Ana College’s 
Advancement Office. “Whether a student wishes to pursue a 
trade, earn a certificate, complete an AA degree, or transfer 
to a four-year institution, Santa Ana College is the place for 
them, and the SAC Promise forges a new pathway. What is 
most powerful is the commitment they’ve made to themselves 
and what they will give back in the years to come.”



 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

5.9

3.9

9.6

7.9

13.7

10.8

First term 
average units 
attempted

First term 
average units 
completed

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

62%

39%

57%

Fall 2016 - Fall 2018

Promise students

AT T E M P T  and 

C O M P L E T E 

more units than their  

freshmen counterparts.

SAC ’s  P ro m i s e  S t u d e n t s 

have the highest 

PERSISTENCE RATES
in comparison to all other freshmen.

P R O M I S E  P R O G R A M  O U TC O M E S

Promise Students Non-Promise SAUSD Other First-Time Freshmen

ANNUAL REPORT 2018 11



T R I A L S 
and Triumph 

of SAC Alumna Mayte Santacruz



When 10-year-old Mayte Santacruz moved with her family 

from Michoacán, Mexico to Santa Ana, California, she did not 

speak one word of English and was afraid to speak in public. “I 

never raised my hand in class and would go to my professors’ 

office hours so that I didn’t have to speak in class,” said Mayte. 

Today, she has found her voice as a litigator with the United 

States Department of Justice, Environment & Natural Resources 

Division. 

Though going to college was a foreign concept to her immigrant 

family, a young Mayte set her sights on educational success. 

After graduating from Century High School, she was determined 

and focused on obtaining a college degree, but reaching this 

goal was complicated by her pending immigration status at that 

time. Without legal permanent residency or citizenship, Mayte 

did not qualify for traditional financial aid; however, Santa Ana 

College opened the door for other scholarship and financial 

resources. “SAC welcomed me with open arms when I needed 

it most. I would not be where I am today if it were not for Santa 

Ana College,” she said.  

SAC’s teachers and mentors were critical to Mayte’s 

development and academic success, and she refers to two of 

them as her “guardian angels” who helped ensure that she had 

the resources and support to make the most of her incredible 

talent and fierce drive to succeed. Dr. Sara Lundquist (SAC’s 

former Vice President of Student Services) and the late Dr. Juan 

Francisco Lara (Emeritus Assistant Vice Chancellor at University 

of California, Irvine) were two critical mentors as Mayte thinks 

back on her undergraduate education. They mentored the 

gifted student when she joined SAC’s Associated Student 

Government. “Dr. Lara was with me every step of the way in my 

academic and professional journey, believing in me, encouraging 

me, and guiding me, until he passed away in 2016,” said Mayte. 

“Dr. Lundquist is still my mentor, moral compass, cheerleader, 

and dear friend. If it had not been for SAC, I likely would not 

have met them. This is one of the reasons that I will be forever 

grateful to SAC!”

Although Mayte had never met a lawyer growing up, she always 

had a keen interest in politics and government and decided to 

major in political science when she transferred from SAC to 

UCI. She excelled in law-related classes including constitutional 

law and jurisdiction, impressing her professors with her capacity 

to absorb vast amounts of complex academic material and use 

that knowledge to undertake complex legal analysis for the 

public good. As graduation neared, with the encouragement 

of her mentors, she applied to law school and was accepted 

at UC Berkeley’s School of Law. While in law school she was 

distinguished as the senior executive editor of the California 

Law Review and produced ground-breaking research that led to 

Congressional action to improve legal protections for immigrant 

women who were physically abused by their spouses and 

partners.

While law is her passion, giving back is also central to Mayte’s 

core beliefs, and she has dedicated hundreds of pro bono hours 

assisting immigrant victims of crime including domestic violence, 

How does a shy girl with no command of the English language graduate summa cum laude 

from the University of California, Irvine, earn a law degree from one of the top 10 law 

schools in the country, and ascend to a career as an influential trial attorney at the United 

States Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.?
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sexual assault, and human trafficking. She has received several 

awards for her pro bono work, including Attorney of the Year by 

the Public Law Center, President’s Pro Bono Service Award by 

the State Bar of California, and the Most Influential 25 People in 

Orange County by the OC Metro Magazine. One of her highest 

honors came when Mayte advocated on behalf of a woman 

who was a victim of domestic abuse. To show her gratitude, 

she named her daughter “Mayte” as a tribute to the incredible 

advocate, leader, and scholar who helped her find a way to a 

better life.

Dr. Juan Francisco Lara and Mayte Santacruz,  
SAC Scholarship Ceremony, 2013

“I stand upon the shoulders of the extraordinary people 

who inspired and helped me get to this point in my life and 

I am eager to do the same for others. I know what it is like 

to feel hopeless and discouraged and want to do whatever I 

can to keep the hope alive in our talented youth from Santa 

Ana,” said Mayte. As a past recipient of a Hispanic Education 

Endowment Fund (HEEF) scholarship, Mayte was inspired in 

2011 to establish the Mayte Santacruz Pre-Law Scholarship 

Fund with HEEF, which provides scholarships to Hispanic 

students interested in pursuing a career in law. Preference is 

given to Dream Act students from the Santa Ana Unified School 

District and Santa Ana College with a 3.5 GPA or higher. Mayte 

is especially proud of Ramiro Ochoa, a past recipient of her 

pre-law scholarship fund, who recently became the youngest 

appointee in the history of the Santa Ana College Foundation 

Board of Directors.

Mayte has accomplished so much in her illustrious career, but 

representing the United States in her current position as a trial 

attorney with the Department of Justice is one of her greatest 

achievements. “It is a privilege to serve the country that has 

given me so much,” she said. “As an immigrant from a small town 

in Michoacán and the first person in my family to graduate from 

high school and college, I will always treasure the fact that I 

am the face of the US Department of Justice and I say proudly 

to the court, ‘Your Honor, Mayte Santacruz, representing the 

United States of America.’” 
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Your Investment

For $5,000 a bench, you can honor the special people and events in 

your life and provide lasting support for SAC scholars. Your special bench 

includes a plaque engraved with your personal message and will be placed 

in the center of campus. Your gift will directly provide funding for our 

Scholarship Endowment which helps prepare SAC students for their future. 

We have a goal of helping make a college degree possible in every home – 

will you join us?

Give the gift that gives back.

Call 714-564-6091
today to invest in the future.

I N T R O D U C I N G

Have you sponsored your brick? It’s not too late to help pave the way  
for students by purchasing a $100 brick to be placed in  

Centennial Circle. Please see our website for more information. 

SAC.edu/pavetheway

B E N C H
PAV E  T H E  WAY

Campaign



In one of Santa Ana College’s 
greatest love stories, Wylie and Elizabeth “Bette” Aitken 

are the stars. A relationship that has endured the test of 

time and a marriage that has lasted nearly 60 years, Wylie 

and Bette share a lifelong commitment to learning and 

education. Together the couple raised three successful 

college graduates, and with their generous donations have 

helped numerous SAC students reach their academic 

dreams and realize their happily ever after. Benevolent 

benefactors and pillars of the community, Wylie and Bette 

remain faithful supporters of their beloved alma mater. 

Let’s take a moment to go back to the beginning when 

Garden Grove High School senior Wylie Aitken met junior 

Bette Robb while they both were working at a local retail 

store in 1959. Soon after the introduction, Wylie shared his 

cherry Coke with Bette, and they officially began courting. 

When Wylie graduated high school, he enrolled at SAC 

and Bette joined him the following year. Although the two 

were inseparable, they each enjoyed their own unique 

college experience. In addition to focusing on classes, Wylie 

enjoyed theater, yell squad, and student government 

while Bette proudly represented SAC as a cheerleader 

and homecoming princess. Once Wylie received his 

associate’s degree in 1961, he went on to complete his 

bachelor’s degree at California State University, Fullerton 

and later was accepted into law school on scholarship at 

Marquette University Law School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

As life moved forward, SAC always held a special place 

in their hearts. They fondly remember classmates who 

they remain connected to today and the professors who 

served as mentors. “It may have been a small community 

college but the quality of the education and faculty rivals 

any university,” Wylie said. “We both come from modest 

means and SAC opened many doors for us for which 

we are forever grateful. The outstanding education and 

relationships we made at SAC changed our lives.”

While Wylie was in his first year of law school, Bette stayed 

in California raising their young child with the support of 

family. Wylie continued to sharpen his legal mind in his 

second year of law school while Bette worked at a national 

insurance company. Soon they received the exciting news 

LOVE &
PHILANTHROPY

Starring Wylie and Bette Aitken 

First Pitch, Santa Ana College Baseball Field, 2015
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that Bette was expecting their second child. With one child and 

one on the way, Bette moved to Milwaukee to be with Wylie. 

After Wylie received his Juris Doctorate degree, the couple 

returned to their hometown in Santa Ana where Wylie worked 

as a young lawyer making a modest income. Bette was shaping 

young minds as a teacher and volunteering in the community. 

Wylie’s love for the law and the couple’s passion for giving back 

to the community influenced their three children, Darren, Chris, 

and Ashleigh, who all became lawyers, and then married lawyers. 

Their only daughter is also running for mayor of Anaheim. “We 

encouraged our kids to follow their passions,” said Wylie. “Bette 

and I had the marvelous benefit of being the first in our families 

to go to college. We didn’t know what we wanted to do or 

what we wanted to be, but we knew education was important.” 

Wylie says Bette is one of the smartest people he knows. “She’s 

the only non-lawyer, but runs the entire family,” he says.

The cost of college has risen significantly over the years, and the 

Aitkens recognize that students today require many financial 

resources to access a quality education. When Wylie and 

Bette attended SAC in the 1960s tuition was free, and state 

universities were only about $50 per semester. “I received 

six years of education for about $100, but we know that 

financial considerations for today’s students are much different 

and that’s one reason we give to the college,” said Wylie. 

In addition to giving financial support to SAC students, as 

founding partner and CEO of Aitken Aitken Cohn, Wylie does 

pro bono work for members of the community in need and 

hires SAC students to get invaluable legal experience. “We are 

investing in the teachers who mentor the students, and investing 

in the students who will be our future alumni and leaders.”

Wylie and Bette continue to be active members of the 

community, donating time and resources to important causes 

and serving on several Boards. In January of 2014, the Chance 

Theater in Anaheim was renamed The Bette Aitken Theater 

Arts Center. Bette was previously recognized by Senator 

Diane Feinstein and Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez for her 

public service work, and the couple was honored in Orange 

County Business Journal’s Giving Guide as Top Philanthropists 

in Orange County. As the former head of the SAC Foundation 

Board of Directors, Wylie’s mission was to ensure that donors 

understood that the college needed their support to keep the 

fire burning, and Wylie and Bette continue to champion that 

message. “Bette and I want our legacy to be about gratitude. 

We share our success with others because SAC invested in us 

and we want to support the college in return. We would not 

be who we are today without Santa Ana College,” said Wylie. 

Spring Prom, 1961 Homecoming Football Game, 1960
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SAC’s 
Highest Honors

One of Kathy Patterson’s greatest joys is 
watching the transformation of students 

as they excel in the Santa Ana College Honors 
Program. Since Kathy became program 
coordinator in 1999, the program has more than 
tripled in size with room to grow. The Honors 
Program offers smaller classes, scholarship 
opportunities, guaranteed admission or priority 
consideration to four-year universities, and an 
enriched learning experience for all students in 
the program.
 
“I want students to know when they are 
accepted into the program that it’s not only 
because they are capable, but it’s also because 
we believe in them,” says Kathy. No matter 
how students connect to the Honors Program, 
what is most remarkable is that they are able to 
transform beyond their wildest expectations. 
“What’s really exciting is when an honors 
student becomes valedictorian and I say to 
myself ‘that student’s one of mine!’” 
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SAC Scholars: Kiyoshi Yamaguchi-Pedroza, Raquel Rodriguez, and Gerardo Guerra
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When Gerardo Guerra enrolled in Santa Ana College in 2016, 

it was at one of the lowest points in his life. After many years of 

depression and anxiety, he was unable to continue working at 

his manufacturing job. Nearly a recluse, Gerardo didn’t interact 

much with the outside world and didn’t have much to look 

forward to. His niece, who was always a source of inspiration, 

told Gerardo, “You’re smart and I believe in you.” She 

encouraged him to enroll in college, but Gerardo was unsure 

if he could deal with the social aspects. He initially planned to 

take online courses, but once he visited SAC and experienced 

the welcoming environment, he decided to give on-campus 

classes a try. 

Gerardo knew he would need a lot of support after being out 

of school for more than 12 years. He met a counselor who 

helped students with disabilities and was referred to Kathy 

Patterson to learn about the Honors Program. The smaller 

classes and one-on-one time with professors was a great setting 

for someone battling anxiety like Gerardo. As his confidence 

grew, Gerardo became more social, and any time he hit a 

roadblock, classmates and faculty were there to encourage him 

to continue. “Whenever I was thinking of quitting school, my 

professors would say to me, ‘I’m not going to let you give up.’ I 

would receive emails of encouragement along the way which 

allowed me to clear my mind and keep pushing,” he said. “The 

support I have received has been outstanding.”

Today, Gerardo is actively involved in the Phi Theta Kappa 

Honors Society and Associated Student Government. “A few 

years ago I couldn’t leave my house and now I’m in leadership 

roles,” he said proudly. Once he graduates from SAC, Gerardo 

plans to transfer to California State University, Fullerton to 

complete his bachelor’s degree in graphic design. He would 

like to rejoin the workforce eventually but this time he will be 

armed with a college degree and pursue a career in advertising. 

“I’ve become more confident, and I expect more from myself. 

I love Santa Ana College because they embraced me and 

changed my life,” said Gerardo. 

Many say Santa Ana College feels like a family, and the faculty 

and staff have been part of Kiyoshi Yamaguchi-Pedroza’s life 

from an early age. He first visited the SAC campus as a child 

when he sat in a class his father taught in the school library. 

Kiyoshi’s dad, Luis Pedroza, has been a SAC librarian for 

more than 20 years and over the years has built long-lasting 

relationships with colleagues who are also like family. When 

Kiyoshi graduated from high school, SAC was a top choice. 

“I decided to attend Santa Ana College because I thought it 

was a good opportunity to make connections and build my 

confidence before going to a big university,” said Kiyoshi. Since 

he already knew Kathy Patterson through his father, Kiyoshi 

went to her for guidance selecting a major and decided English 

most closely aligned with his passions. 

 

As an honors student in high school, Kiyoshi was no stranger 

to hard work. “My parents always encouraged me to do well 

in school, and I have a personal drive. I always want to do my 

best,” he said. College was a new experience. In addition to 

classes and homework, Kiyoshi volunteered in the Honors 

Program office, was part of the Alpha Gamma Sigma Honor 

Society and was President of the SAC Literary Journal. 

Although Kiyoshi found it challenging at times to balance it all, 

the support he received from Honors Program professors kept 

him on track. “My classmates and I had a lot of other obligations 

and responsibilities, but we are all striving for excellence,” he SAC Honors Celebration May 2018

69%
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said. “I wish that more students took advantage of the Honors 

Program and believed they could do it too because it opens so 

many doors.”

Kiyoshi recently received his associate’s degree from SAC and 

will attend the University of California, Berkeley in the fall to 

begin working towards a master’s degree in English. Once he 

has accomplished this goal, his life may one day come full circle. 

“It would be very cool if I could return to SAC to teach English,” 

he said. 

When Raquel Rodriguez’s life took an unexpected turn, the 

path led her to Santa Ana College. After high school Raquel 

enlisted in the Navy, but an injury prevented her from serving. 

When she enrolled at SAC, she didn’t know that community 

colleges offered honors programs, but that all changed when 

she met Kathy Patterson. She learned that she could cultivate 

her love for animals by pursuing a degree in animal science. The 

Honors Program would give her the opportunity to deepen her 

knowledge and advance her research. 

Raquel joined two Honor Societies, Alpha Gamma Sigma 

and Phi Theta Kappa, and took advantage of all the new 

opportunities. She travelled to Alaska with her geology class to 

secure soil samples from the forest, and she volunteered at the 

Metropolitan Veterinary Hospital to get first-hand experience 

with patients. Kathy encouraged Raquel to share what she 

learned, and she presented her research at the Honors 

Transfer Council of California Student Research Conference at 

University of California, Irvine.

“There were times when it got hard and life got in the way, 

but Kathy kept encouraging me. When someone asks me who 

I most admire in an educational setting, she’s the first person 

that comes to mind. I really value her as a professor, an advisor 

and as a friend,” said Raquel. She is transferring to University of 

California, Davis as an animal science major and is planning to 

go to veterinary school. Since she is a first-generation college 

student, Raquel’s parents always stressed the importance of 

education. “My proudest moment was inviting my family to my 

graduation and being able to share that moment with them,” she 

said.

In this competitive academic environment, SAC’s Honors 

Program gives students the wings to soar to excellence.

100%

Course Completion Rate

50%

0%
Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017

Honors Program Non-Honors Program

SPRING 2018 OUTCOMES
Honors vs Non-Honors

Spring 2018 Honors 
Program

Non-Honors 
Program

Average 
Semester GPA 3.02 2.33

Units Attempted 10.5 7.9

Units 
Completed 9.2 6.4

GRADUATION RATE OF 
SAC HONORS STUDENTS:

82% of SAC honors 

students earned a 

degree or certificate and 

69% transferred to a 

4-year institution
Student Cohorts: Fall 2013-Fall 2015

90%

69%

87% 80%

66%68%
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$100,000-$249,999
Beeghly Charitable Remainder Trust +
Orange County Community 
  Foundation
RSCCD Diversified Trust/Agency 
Fund
The California Endowment

$50,000-$99,999
Foundation for California Community 
  Colleges
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union +
Southern California Edison +
Union Bank Foundation
Dorothy Van Tatenhove

$25,000-$49,999
AT&T
John Sergio Fisher & Associates, Inc.
U.S. Bank

$10,000-$24,999
Aitken, Aitken & Cohn/Wylie & Bette 
  Aitken
California New Car Dealers 
  Scholarship Foundation
Chevron +
Quan Dang
Disney Worldwide Services Inc.
Dennis Gilmour *
Jeanne Heyerick
High School Inc. Academies 
  Foundation 
Mike Quevedo Sr. Scholarship Fund
Cheryl Ooten
R.A. Industries, LLC
Scholarship America
The Fletcher Jones Foundation
Valencia Jewelry Mfg.
Valencia & Associates
Vietnamese Catholic Student 
  Association
Waltmar Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Balfour Beatty Construction
Bank of the West
Cal Empire Engineering, Inc.
Citizens Business Bank +
Crevier Family Foundation Fund +
Facilities Planning & Program  
  Services, Inc. +

Friends of the Leisure World Library
Gemini Industries, Inc.
R. Edwin Halverson +
International Scholarship and  
  Tuition Services, Inc.
Parker S. Kennedy +
Major League Baseball
Dr. Erlinda J. Martinez +
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc. +
Dr. Jeffrey McMillan *+
Kathleen L. Patterson *+
Payden & Rygel +
Kathleen & John Robe
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Michael Ruffatto & Eve Kornyei 
  Ruffatto +
Santa Ana Public Schools Foundation
Erma Jean Tracy
University of California, Irvine

$2,500-$4,999
Dr. Jessica Ayo Alabi
Edwin C. Arnold +
City of Santa Ana
Steven L. Craig +
William H. Delaney +
Sandy Fainbarg +
Yolanda Garcia *+
Richard & Martha Gorrie +
Governor’s Scholarship Programs
Mary & Mark Huebsch *+
Majid Kashi *
Kidsingers
Kiwanis Club of Santa Ana
Lentz Morrissey Architecture +
Suzanne Lohmann *
Diane McCarry
Lisa McKowan-Bourguignon * 
Mark McLoughlin +
Sylvia F. Mendez +
Conner Miller
Thomas P. Morrissey
Ignacio A. Muñiz +
Jayne C. Munoz +
Orange County Dept. of Education +
Pioneer Circuits, Inc.
Piper Jaffray +
Ken Purcell +
Rainbow Disposal Co. Inc./Republic 
  Services
Dr. Raul Rodriguez *
Dr. Linda D. Rose *+

Luisa M. Ruiz *+
Santa Ana College Academic Senate
Santa Ana Education Foundation +
David P. Scheppers
School Pride Bingo
Catherine M. Shaffer *
Sims-Orange Welding Supply, Inc.
Small Business Development 
  Corporation of Orange County
James & Debra Sorensen +
State of Oregon
Strain Station
The Gas Company +
The Wooden Floor
Thomas F. Humiston Family Trust 

$1,000-$2,499
Salvatore Addotta
Ashleigh Aitken
Evelyn Airey
Sue Airey
Bonnie Alcatraz
Dave O. Alexander
Edward Alexson
Alvarado Smith +
American Integrated Resources, Inc.
American Red Cross
Angels Baseball LP
George & Mary Anstadt
MaryAnne Anthony +
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud  
  & Romo
Steven Bautista *
Danny Becerra
Cathey H. Bertot
Bonnie D. Alcatraz Trust
Dr. Roger L. Bratcher +
Charlie Brown
BSN Sports
Gary Burton +
California Retired Teachers 
Association
Casa Youth Shelter
Irving & Nancy Chase +
Dr. Nancy Cheng
Dr. Anthony Cherin
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Stephen R. Churchill
Dr. Michael Collins *+
Jose Corona *
Crevier BMW\Mini
Culver Newlin

Cumming Corporation
Hung Dang
Thong Q. Dang
Disneyland Resort +
Donald Krotee Partnership, Inc.
Rolf & Carol Engen +
Dennis A. Farrell +
Foothill High School - Associated 
  Student Body
Edward Fosmire
John Fries +
Rossina Gallegos +
Gannon Giguiere
Andy Gonis *+
Robert David Hall
Hammel, Green and Abrahamson,  
  Inc. (HGA) +
James R. Harris 
David N. Hartman +
Ira Hermann
Raymond Hicks *+
Dr. Simon B. Hoffman +
Dan N. Huynh
Daniel Huynh
Durendal Huynh *
Tung V. Huynh
J & J Productions
Dr. Bonita N. Jaros *+
Buck Johns
Art Johnson
Dr. James Kennedy *+
The Honorable Dennis J. Keough +
Eve Kikawa +
Laguna Niguel Presbyterian Church
Christine Leon *
Charles (Bud) Little *+
Carlos Lopez *+
Janice Love *+
Love My Kids: The Tracy Otte 
  Foundation Inc.
Dr. Sara Lundquist *+
Lynn Marecek *+
David Mares
Caroline McCabe *
Paul McDonald
Teresa Mercado-Cota *+
Greg Miller
Lera Miller
Rebecca Miller
Dale Mixer *
Nazir Mohamed
Network for Good

D O N O R S  2 0 1 6  –  2 0 1 8
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Nha H. Nguyen
Dr. Thanh M. Nguyen +
Joyce Norwood
Adam O’Connor *
Mary L. Odell
Dr. Veronica Oforlea *+
Joel Ohlgren +
Orange County Automotive Dealers 
  Association
Orange County Bar Foundation
Orange County Fine Arts, Inc.
Orange County Public Affairs 
  Association
Donald W. Orr
Ginger Osborne
Thomas Osborne
Dana Pagett
Pediatric Cancer Research 
Foundation
Enrique Perez *
Allan & Carol Preusch +
Promoting Resources in Drug 
Education, Inc.
Public Health Foundation  
  Enterprises Inc.
RAND Corporation
Emily Randle +
Fortino R. Rivera +
Reymundo & Joanna Robledo *
Christina Romero +
SAC Bookstore Fund
Samuel A. Ramirez & Co., Inc.
Gabriela Sanchez *
Santa Ana North Rotary Foundation
Santa Ana Police Officers Association +
Kalonji Saterfield
Segerstrom Center for the Arts
Sehi Computer Products, Inc.
Serve the People, Inc.
Gabriel Shweiri
Kim Smith *
SMITH Public Affairs
Christa L. Solheid *
Paul Stanislaw +
Mary Steckler *+
John Steffens *+
Dr. Daniele C. Struppa +
SYA Foundation
Dr. Lilia Tanakeyowma *+
Teresa’s Jewelers +
The Reeves Law Group
The Travelers of Gulliver’s Restaurant

Valinda Tivenan *
Tri P. Tran
Rick Turner +
Melissa Utsuki +
Martha Vargas *
Terri Wann
Wells Fargo Foundation +
Wonderful Education

$500-$999
Rosemary Argo
Julia Bartholomew-King
Ron Beeler
Bennett’s Plumbing, Inc.
Kyla Benson *
John Bernardy
Best Best & Krieger LLP
Howard Black
California Coalition of Early  
  & Middle Colleges
California School Employees  
  Assoc. (CSEA)
California Strawberry Growers 
Scholarship Fund
Career Opportunities Through 
  Education, Inc.
Alex Chinchilla
Alberta D. Christy
Claire Coyne *
Juan Diaz
Catherine R. Emley *
Irma O. Esparza
Greg Evans
Caroline Frye-Reed
Ron Geisen
Paul Glowienke
Goodwill
Fernando Guillen
Theresa Hagelbarger *
Randy Hammon
John R. Hanna *
Heather A. Herbert
Dr. Edward Hernandez
Patty Homo
Lorena Hopp
Judith A. Iannaccone *
James Isbell
Louise Janus *
Elliott Jones *
Rhonda Langston
Phil Lawrence
Stacey Littlejohn *

Ann Lockhart *
Los Amigos High School
Romelia Madrigal *
Joshua Mandir *
Patricia Mansfield *
Kimberly M. Mathews
Jane Mathis *
Caren F. McClure
Larry McGrew
Gerald Miller
Marilou Morris
Huy Nguyen
William Nguyen *
David H. Ogas
Orange County Asian and Pacific 
  Islander Community Alliance
Dr. Fernando Ortiz *
Profit By Design
Charles Ramshaw *
Michael J. Reeves
Robert Reis
Kristina Ross
Carol Seitz
Nancy Smith *
Ruben Smith
Don & Marta Sneddon
Irene Soriano
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe
Robert H. Stopher
Student Insurance
Theresa Tafoya
Jeremy Talarico
The Caritas Foundation
Amy T. Tran
Union Bank of California, N.A.
Kennethia Vega *
Victor Villegas
Nancy Warren
Cheryl & Jim West
Virginia M. Witmer *
Ted Yamada *
Monica Zarske *

$250-$499
Mike Alderson
Claudia Alvarez
Nick M. Ananias
Mark Ashworth
Christina Axtell *
Bank of America Charitable 
  Foundation 
Joshua Bedwell *

Dr. Susan Beers
Gary Bennett *
Stuart Bernstein
Sean & Patrice Blue
Kyle Bradley *
Armida H. Brashears
AC Campbell *
Children’s Hospital of Orange County 
  (CHOC)
Andy Clark
Karen Dennis 
David Dobos
Bill Doran
Gonzalo Duarte
Dalva Dwyer *
Thomas Eastmond *
Stephanie Fondren *
Lucy Fruto
Garden Grove Unified School District- 
  Santiago High School ASB
Christine Gorlato *
Kristen Guzman *
Merlin L. Henry
Mayde M. Herberg
Vera Holder *
Howard I. Black Trust C/O Jeffrey D.  
  & Laurie J. Black
HPI Architecture
HVAC Air Command
Shelly Jaffray *
Carl Jaeger
Crystal Jenkins *
Robert B. Jenkins
Frederick Judd
Dr. Brian Kehlenbach *
Dennis and Mary Klewin
L & S Tax Service
Nilo Lipiz *
Lance Lockwood *
Leticia Lopez-Jaurequi *
Maria Luppani *
Donald Mahany
Dr. R. Douglas Manning
Phil Marquez
Kenneth May
Krystal Meier *
Memorial Health Services - Orange 
  Coast Memorial
Melanie Mowrer
Rick Muth
Elva Negrete *
Darrell Nelson

THIS HONOR ROLL REFLECTS donations for both the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 fiscal years.
On behalf of all 30,000 of our students, thank you for your generous support! We can never repay 
you, but we will forever aim to make you proud.

ANNUAL REPORT 2018 23



Adam Nyssen *
ORCO Block & Hardscape
Ed G. Pagett
Pat Pagett
Michelle Parolise *
Dr. Michelle Priest
Ray Purcell
Marco Ramirez *
Sean C. Redwine
Ida Rheinecker
Karen A. Richards
Hilda Roberts
Mario Robertson *
Don Rondeau
John Russo
SAC Human Services & Technology 
  Division
SAHS Dollars for Scholars
Dale Self
SMART Scholarship Funding Corp
Maria T. Solis-Martinez
Justin Tolentino *
Melissa Tran *
Robert J. Vaught
William M. Vega
Charles Walling
Lana Wong *
George Wright

$50-$249
Dr. Silas H. Abrego
Jennifer Acuna
John Acuna
Dayton Adams
Maria Aguilar Beltran
Christian A. Alvarado
Karen Ames
Eneida Angel-Garza
Hede M. Archer
Eva Armstrong
Abel Arredondo
Engin Artemel
Tim Ashbrook
Dolores Austin
Jet Babasa
James and Diane Bailey
Nena Baldizon-Rios *
Terry W. Bales
Marta K. Barker
Yesenia Barreto
Joseph Baruffi
Harold Bateman

Richard Bates
William Beaubeaux
James Beazell
Suzanne Bemmerly
Judith Benavidez
Matthew Beyersdorf *
Beverly Birnbaum
Wheeler Birdwell
Jeff Bloom
Toinette C. Boster
Cherie Bowers
Ana Boyzo
Joann Bradley
Kelly Brandon *
Breaking Free Travel
Jack Breglio
Barbara Brown
Jerry Brown
Laurence Brown *
Wes Bryan
Dr. Micki Bryant
Tyler Butorac
Beatrice I. Cain
Ellen Campbell *
Paula Canzona *
Elizabeth Carranza
Stewart Case
Cesar Castaneda
James Causky
Thomas Caverly
Amberly Chamberlain
Cecilia Chavez
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Judyanne Chitlik
Wendy Clark
Conrad Colby
Monica Collins *
Karen J. Conrad
Ron Coopman
Gary Corley
Lou Correa
Ruth Cossio-Muniz
Larry Crandall
Kristin Crellin
Michael T. Cu
Timothy S. Curry
Jasmine Davaloo
Randy Davis
Maria Dela Cruz
Robert Delaney
Leslie C. Dentt
Dolly & Leland Dey

Patrick J. Dibb
David and Joanne Dillahunty
DiMarco, Araujo & Montevideo
Betty Dixon
Lyon Quan Doan
Matthew Dobyns
Glenn Doolittle
Linda T. Duong
Nhon C. Duong
Karen Duprey
Therese Duggan-Trevitt
Coach Bill Dutton
David Elliott
Howard and Carol Elliott 
Noemi English
Dr. Brenda Estrada
David Estrada Fuentes
Maria Lupe Estrada
Kerry Everett
Gregory H. Fall
Schorre Rae L. Fisher
Abner Flores
Robin Follman-Otta
Mike Foulds
Reuben D. Franco
Dianne M. Freeman
Suzanne Freeman
Estelle C. Friedman
Norman Fujimoto
Susan Gaer
Jay Gale
Humberto Gallegos
Elsa Garcia *
Maria Garibay *
Sue Garnett
Peter Gartner
Oscar G. Garza
Barbara Giasone
Susan A. Gibson
Jennifer Giddings *
Regina Giroux
Irene Glomba *
Guillermo Gomez
Marci Gomez
Bea Gonzalez
Evelina Gonzalez
Luis A. Gonzalez
Deborah Gossett
Madeline Grant
Susan Groetsch Davis
Glenn Gross
Diana Guerin

Tony Guilder
Bryan Gutierrez
Gloria I. Guzman
Dr. Stephen A. Habener
Becky Haglund *
Peter Hardash
Michael Harrah
Dennis Harrison
Esequiel F. Hernandez
Dr. John C. Hernandez
Mark Higgins *
Thom Hill
Rosemarie Hirsch
Pao-Fen H. Ho
Darren Hostetter
John Howe
Brent D. Howes
Dr. Jerome Hunter
Todd Huck
Philip Hughes *
Irvine Scientific
Terilyn Jackson
Jettronics
Shelley Joe *
Geoffrey Jones
Wayne Jones
Kimo Jarrett
John D. Jurczak
Larry & Robin Kaplan
Noemi Kanouse
San Khong *
Herminia Kindelan *
James King
Annie Knight *
Soledad Knipp *
Mary Kobane
Christine Kosko
Wenona M. Kossler
Donald Krotee
Alicia Kruizenga
Lawrence R. Labrado
Steven A. Lacy
Otto Laufer
Carol Lehrer
Michael Lewis *
Jesus Leon
Rich Lindstrom
Heather Looby
Magdalena Lopez
Mark Lowry
Thomas E. Lutz
Christy Macbride-Hart
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Juli Macdonald
Elizabeth Macey
Michelle Macintyre
Osiel Madrigal
Andrea Manes
Yohanse Manzanarez
Richard Manzano *
Pamela Marquez
Chris Martin
America Martinez
Michael Martinez *
Sarah Mathot
Carri Matsumoto
Mark McCallick
Ana Meckes
Nelida Mendoza
Lisa C. Miller
Marvin Miller
Tina Arias Miller
Liliana T. Miramontes
Amit Mishal *
Alison Mochizuki
Albert Molina *
John Monteleone
Ruby Morallos
Maricela Moran
Jessica Morrison
Shannon Muir
Annette M. Munoz
Yaritza Munoz
Thomas Murphy
Steve Nagel
John Nahigan
Trudy Naman
Joshua Newman
William Newton
Henry Ngo
Field Nguyen
Kelly K. Nguyen
Madeleine Nguyen *
Phuong Nguyen *
Thuy Nguyen
Tuan Nguyen
Fernando & Olga Niebla
Thomas Nilles
Dan Noell
Angela Nunez
Kimberly M. Nutter
Sean O’Toole
Makoto Ogata
James & Edna Olsen
Orange County Employees 

Association
Jannet Oregel-Rios
Miguel & Norma Ornelas
Liliana Oropeza
Sonia Ortiz-Reauo
Judith H. Othmer
Beatriz Padilla *
Betty J. Page
Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.
Leo Pastrana
Denny Patel
Peggy Patterson
Carrie Patton *
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Jeffrey Pedroza
Luis Pedroza
Daniel Peraza
Maribel Pineda
J Ponce
Cynthia Pratt *
Nora Preciado
Placentia-Yorba Linda U.S.D.
Deborah G. Powell
Hoai Quan
Thea Quigley
Narges Rabii Rakin
Shirley Ralston
Jennifer Ramirez
Felix Razo *
Theresa Recinos *
Shellie Reeder
Jenny Richenburg
Bob Robilotta
Bryan Robles
Mario Robles *
Brandon Rocke *
Adriana Rodriguez
Silvia O. Rodriguez
Samuel Romero
Tony Romero
Raul Rosales
John Ross
Calvino Rossetti
Jeffrey Rubel
Jane Russo
Lupe Saavedra
Manuel Sagarnaga
Oscar Salazar
Susana Salgado *
M.B. Samuels
Esteban Sanchez
Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce

Santa Ana College Adelante Center
Santa Ana Unified School District
Sarah Santoyo *
Daisy Sarmiento
Thomas Schlegel
Alan Schlom
Marty Schlom
Ramona Schneider
Brian Schroeder
Nora E. Schug
Karen Scott *
Mark Severson
Nancy Sheehan
Patricia Sheehan
Casey Shine
Thomas Shine
Jacqueline Shirley
Kenneth Sill *
Michelle Silva
Teresa L. Simbro
Jeff Snow
Rachel Sosta *
Curt Stanley
Shari N. Starrett
Ava Steaffens
Marc & Jeanie Stirdivant
Shirley Stoabs
Brittany Stone
Dean Strenger
Suzanne T. Stump
Maria R. Sugranes
Dorothy Swayne *
Howard & Patricia Sweatte
Christina Talarico
Adrian Tanakeyowma
Katherine Taylor
Michael Taylor
Barbara Teigen
Herbert Terreri
Ivette A. Ticas
Beatrice A. Tiritilli
Jose Toner
Anh-Phuong Tran
Vinh Tran *
Christopher C. Truong
Dee A. Tucker
Ellen Turnbull
Everett J. Turner
Mark Turner
Bill Underwood
Utopian Landscape
Jennifer Valencia

Enrique Valenzuela
Rowena Valtairo
Daniel R. Varela
Gaddi Vasquez
Ariana H. Vazquez
Ana L. Velazquez
Anthony Verches
Cody Verdugo
Lisa Visco *
Dahlia Vu
Michelle N. Vu
Dani Wall
Arlene Warco
Merari Weber
Betty Werksman
Mark Wheeler
Didi Wijaya
Chris Wild
Dawn Williams
John Wilson
Alistair Winter *
Ted Wolf
Christian Ybarra
Whitney Youngren *
Maria Zamudio
John Zarske *

* Payroll Donor
+ President’s Circle Member

Special Recognition to…
These extraordinary partners who 
worked with the Santa Ana College 
Foundation in significant ways to 
advance our students:

City of Santa Ana – Sponsor of Santa 
  Ana Futures
The Orange County Hispanic 
  Education Endowment Fund
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sac.edu/foundation

Help us 

GIVE BACK 
to the ones who give so much.

Support Ian now at

Santa Ana College Foundation
1530 W. 17th Street
Santa Ana CA 92706


